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Proverss x. 7, former Part. 


The Memory of the Juſt is aſſed. 
liſt of antiquity hath obſerved, that 


A he had rather not be known to have 
exiſted, than to have it aſſerted concerning 
him that he was a perſon of a cruel = 
deteſtable | character. The ſentiment is 
ſtriking one, and carries along with it the 
evident proof of its coming from a right 
underſtanding and a well diſpoſed heart. 
Would we wiſh to be remembered after 
our death, if we ſhould only be remem- 
| bered as having been contemptible, baſe, 
and infamous ? Unleſs we are depraved to 
the laſt degree, it muſt be impoſſible that 
we ſhould chooſe to be ſpoken of in a man- 
ner ſo diſagreeable and hateful. Ignominy 
it is natural for us to avoid; and conſe- 
quently it — be much better not to be 
B men- 


Moſt valuable hiſtorian and mora- 
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mentioned at all, when we depart out of 


the preſent world, than to be mentioned in 


terms of averſion and reproach. 

But there is a circumſtance which is 
highly pleaſing and important, and that is, 
to have our names recorded with honour, 
and our actions related with affection and 
eſteem, when we have quitted this inferior 
ſcene, Will not the genuine original feel- 
ings of the ſoul inſtantaneouſly tell us that 


this is, indeed, deſitable; and that it ought, 
therefore, to be our endeavour ſo to behave 


in life as to afford ſubſtantial reaſons for 
our being applauded after our diſſolution, 
whether we thall or ſhall not, in fact, re- 
ceive the tribute of praiſe which is due to 
our conduct? It doth, alſo, generally hap- 
pen that a proper meaſure of reſpect is ren- 


dered to worthy characters when they have 


left their mortal abode ; agreeable to which 
is the obſervation of Solomon in the text, 
that“ the memory of the Juſt is bleſſe 

What is meant by the Juſt is ſo well 
underſtood, that we need not, at preſent, 
enlarge upon the matter. We know that 
the word is here taken i in its moſt extenſive 


ſenſe. It ſignifies men of univerfal inte- 
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ES 
ority, men who diſcharge all the offices of 
piety and virtue. It includes-ſuch as are 
devout toward God, equitable and benevo- 
lent to their fellow- creatures, temperate, 
patient, and contented in their perſonal 


deportment. It comprehends thoſe who 


endeavour to be found in the ſtatutes of 
the Lord without exception, ſo far as human 
infirmity will admit; and who, when they 
have failed in any inſtance of obedience, 
return unto their Maker with ſincere con- 
trition for their offences, thankfully apply 
to the grace and aſſiſtance provided for 


them, humbly, yet firmly, reſolve to be- 


have better for the future, and actually put 
their holy reſolutions in practice. The per- 
ſons deſcribed in the text muſt, alſo, not 
ſatisfy themſelves with being waveringly 
good, but preſerve a conſiſtency and per- 
ſeverance of character: for unleſs they are, 
upon the whole, ſteady and uniform in 


purſuing the courſe of righteouſneſs, unleſs 


they continue in it till the cloſe of life, 
how can the remembrance of them be held 
in diſtinguiſhed honour and eſteem? Add 
to this, that they muſt, in ſome degree, be 
eminent for their ſpiritual and virtuous at- 

. tainments, 


149 

tainments. Their piety and purity, their 
integrity and benevolence muſt, at leaſt, be 
ſo far conſpicuous as not e, to eſcape 
the notice of mankind. oy 

Such is the general . of the 
Juſt; with regard to whom it will be our 
buſineſs, in the farther proſecution of our 
diſcourſe, to ſhew, 4 


Þirh, 5 what reſpects their memo! 1s 
bleſſed. And, 


Second. 2 Toi improve the ſabje&, 


We are, Firſt, to ſhew in what reſpects 
the memory of the Juſt is bleſſed. There 
is in true goodneſs an original worth, a ſub· 
ſtantial excellence, that is founded on the 
eternal and unalterable reaſon of things. 
True goodneſs is commenſurate with the 
exiſtence, enters into the eſſential nature, 
and conſtitutes the ſupreme glory, of the 
great Creator and Governour of the world. 
So far, alſo, as other intellectual beings are 
poſſeſſed of it, and improve in it, ſo far 
do they preſerve their real perfection and 
dignity: ſo far do they ſuſtain and heighten 


95 rank they are fitted for arriving at, 
among 


3 
3 


1 as 11 


among the divine works. There is nothing 


in the compaſs of the univerſe which can 
pretend to compare with genuine rectitude, 
holineſs, and benevolence. They cannot 
e be valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx or the ſapphire. The gold 
0 and the chryſtal cannot equal them; and the 
* exchange of them ſhall not be for jewels 
e and fine gold. No mention ſhall be made 
« of coral or of pearls ; for the price of recti- 
« tude, holineſs, and benevolence is above 
„ rubies.” Nor is it true merely with regard 
to the moſt yaluable external poſſeſſions, 
that they are wholly, contemptible and in- 


ſignificant, when put into competition with 


inward righteouſneſs ; but it is true, alſo, 
with reſpect to the brighteſt endowments 
of the ynderſtanding. Enlarged capacities 
of mind, if unaecompanied with pure and 
virtuous affections, or attended with evil 


and malignant ones, inſtead of adding to 


our worth and glory, ſink us to the loweſt 
* of infamy and baſeneſs. 

As real goodneſs is ſupremely excellent 
in itſelf, is it not, likewiſe, ſupremely be- 
neficial in its conſequences? Doth it not 
form the ſubſtantial, the durable, happineſs 

of 


#* Job xxviii. 16, 17, 18, 
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of thoſe who are poſſeſſed of it? Ves, the 
more univerſally it exiſts in the world, the 
more ſecurely and widely will felicity be 
eſtabliſhed and diffuſed. through the crea- 
tion of God: ſo that were all intelligent 
beings compleatly pious, holy, and benefi. 
cent, all intelligent beings would be com- 
pleatly bleſſed. . 

Such, then, being the nature, A ſuch 
the effects, of ſpiritual and moral diſpoſi- 
tions and attainments, muſt they not for 
ever demand from us the warmeſt venera- 
tion and regard; and muſt we not honour 
and love the perſons in whom they are 
found ? Is not our doing this agreeable to 
every genuine dictate of. reaſon and of the 
human heart? 80 long as we entertain a 
right notion of things, ſo long muſt we 
look upon the truly good with the ſenti- 
ments of approbation and affection, and be 
ready to give them the applauſe which is 
due to Sr conduct. | 

There are, notwithſtanding, a number of 
circumſtances that concur to prevent living 
worth from having the eſteem always paid 
to it which it richly deſerves. While the 
righteous continue to be inhabitants of the 
” VV preſent 
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preſent world, A characters may not, 


perhaps, be ſufficiently known; and it 1s 
certain that they cannot be finally ſettled 


and determined. It is poſſible, too, and, 
indeed, very probable, that they have their 


imperfections and imprudencies, which caſt 
a ſhade on the ſplendour of their virtues. 


A difference of views, and an oppoſition of 


intereſt may, likewiſe; occaſion. them to be 
evil ſpoken of; of, at leaſt, to be ſpoken of 


in a much flighter manner; than is due to 


their real integrity and excellence, Nor 
have this difference of views and oppoſition 


of intereſts an influence upon the wicked 
alone, but even upon good men themſelves, 


who are ſometimes unhappily diſpoſed to 
depreciate the graces, and injure the repu- 
tation of each other. Above all, is not 
envy, - that baſe and malignant monſter, 


ever detracting from ſuperior merit? Is it 


not the nature of this hateful paſſion to 
bring down to its own low ſtandard: the 


worth it cannot reach; to aggravate faults, 


to diminiſh virtues, and to affign . wrong 
motives. to the faireſt and nobleſt actions? 
Such are the cauſes that often hinder 


che righteous from n in this life, 


* * with 


[ 8 7 
with the honour and praiſe which belong 
to their characters: and it may be wiſely 
and kindly permitted by Providence that it 
ſhould. be ſo, in order to keep the faithful 
fervants of God humble, and to guard tbem 
againſt expecting their full reward in the pre- 
ſent ſtate. But after death theſe cauſes will 
generally, though not univerſally, ceaſe to 
operate. When the Juſt are called from the 
ſcene of buſineſs and duty below, and tranſ- 1 
lated to the eternal manſions, their real ex- BY 
cellence will be acknowledged, and their 
imperfections be forgotten, except in the 
breaſts which are the ſeats of peculiar 
rancour. A difference of views and oppo- 4H 
ſition of intereſts will uſually no longer be A 
attended to; and envy will not have matter | RB 
to work upon: for is it not chiefly living E : 
merit which it loves to tear in pieces and ; 
devour? At the deceaſe of upright per- 
ſohs; the clouds that intercepted their re- 
putation vaniſh, and they ſtand before us 
in the genuine beauty and ſplendou! of their 
| characters. Then, then it is that their 
1 memories become indeed bleſſed, And here 
0 we may obſerve, A 
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Firſt, That it is in itſelf a ha ppineſs 
to leave a good name behind us. A 
© good name, faith Solomon *, is rather 
to be choſen than great riches, and 
« loving favour rather than filver or 
6 gold.“ And again, he takes notice ＋. 
that „a good name is better than precious 

e ointment.“ Is there not a fragtancy, a 
charm, a pleaſure i in it, which cannot but 
be highly delightful to the mind? We 
are led, by the very frame of our nature, 
to regard it as a deſirable and valuable thing 
to be ſpoken of in terms of juſt commend= 
ation and eſteem; There is a loye of fame 
implanted in us by the Author of our 
mental conſtitution; and though; like the 
other principles of the ſoul, it may be, 
and too often is, miſapplied and N 
e 988 and important 1 It 
was deſigned to ſtimulꝰte and urge us for- 
Ward in the purſuit of White ver is truly 
excellent and noble. We cannot, we ought 
not to be indifferent to the ſentime: Its 
of our fellow- creatures concerning us; and 
a total indifference in this reſpect hath been 


commonly attended with a baſe and corrupt 
C heart, 


# Prov. xxii. 1. t Eceleſ. vii. 1. 
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F 
heart. As we ſhould not be wholly in- 
ſenſible to our reputation while we live, ſo 
neither ſhould we be abſolutely careleſs 
about what may be ſaid of us after our 
death. This is agreeable to the general, 
the unadulterated, views and feelings of 
mankind. What was it that produced the 
moſt ſplendid virtues, and the moſt ſhining 
actions of the pagan world? Was it not 
the deſire of having their names tranſmit- 
ted to poſterity with honour and renown? 
It is true that the heathens carried this 
matter to an'exceſs; and that many of them 
were actuated chiefly, if not ſolely, by a 
regard to future applauſe. It is true, like- 
wiſe, that Chriſtians ought to be animated 


by much nobler motives. It is incumbent 


upon them to direct their prime view to 


the approbation of their Maker and their 


Redeemer, to the teſtimony of their own 
conſciences, and to the inviſible and im- 


portant realities of another ſtate. But ſtill, 


can it be otherwiſe than very deſirable to 
leave a good name behind us; and do not 


the ſcriptures evidently conſider the matter 
in the ſame light? The pſalmiſt hath re- 


preſented it as one part of the happineſs 
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of the righteous; that x they ſhall be had 
in everlaſting remembrance; and God 
hath declared, by the mouth of his prophet 


ſabbaths, who made it their choice to 


pleaſe Him, and who took hold of his 


covenant, that He would give them an 


everlaſting name that ſhould not be cut 


off P. When, therefore, the virtues and 
graces of pious men do, in fact, cauſe them 
to be ſpoken of with veneration and affection 


after their deaths, is it not a real felicity? 


Will not all the feelings of the ſoul tell us, 
that the tribute of eſteem and applauſe, 
which is uſually paid to worthy: characters; 
after their departure out of the preſent world, 
is in itſelf agrecable and delightful; and; 
conſequently, that the memory of the Juft 
is in this reſpect bleſſed? /d 
Secondly, The memory of the juſt is 
bleſſed, on account of the honour and 


pleaſure it will reflect upon thoſe who have 


been related to them, or cloſely connected 
with them. That the memory of the juſt 
does reflect honour and pleaſure on thoſe 
Who have been related to them, or cloſely 


connected with them, we know by univers 


| C 2 fal, 
Pf. cxii. 6, I I. vi. 4, 5 


1 
ſal experience, and by an appeal to the na- 
tural ſentiments of the human mind. Who 


is there that doth not conſider it as a hap- 


pineſs to have deſcended from pious and 
valuable parents or anceſtors ? This we 
cannot but regard as a bleſſing, indepen- 
dent of the advantages with which it is 
commonly attended. Do we not look up- 
on the reputation and the glory of the men 


who are united to us by the tender ties 
ol conſanguinity and alliance as in ſome 


meaſure our own; and are not mankind, 
in general, diſpoſed, in conſequence of this, 


to view us in a more fayourable and affec- 


tionate light? It is true that the beſt per- 
ſons may ſpring from the worſt; and, in 


this caſe, their characters will not be leſ- 
ſened, but, in the eye of reaſon, be height- 


ened, by the difficulties and oppoſition they 


have encountered, and have actually over- 
come, in the courſe of holineſs. Still, not- 
withſtanding, it will ever be a ſatisfaction 


and credit, to be able to ſay that my father 
and mother, my progenitors and relatives, 


were devout, upright, and uſeful in their 


lives and converſations ; that they were an 


honour to human nature, and ornaments to 
| the 


Lg P 
2 
» 


T a3 7 
the goſpel of Chriſt; and, on the other 
hand, we cannot but reflect upon it with a 
certain degree of ſhame, as well as regret, 
if it can be ſaid that we drew our birth 
from, or were nearly allied to, perſons whoſe. 
conduct was profligate and worthleſs, and 
who brought You themſelves diſgrace and 
infamy, | 
But let it be mne that the 1 
Figs: and reputation we are intitled to from 
the memory of our valuable anceſtors, pa- 
rents, kindred, and friends, greatly depend 
on our reſembling them in their diſpoſitions 
and actions. If we are not emulous of be- 
ing like them; if, inſtead of being liks 
them, our temper and behaviour are direct. 
ly the reverſe of theirs; will not their glory 
ſubject us, in the end, to N reproach 
and miſery? 13441 af | 
It is not only in the more im edge 
but eyen in the remoter, relations of life, 
that the character which good men leave 
behind them is a credit and ſatisfaction to 
ſuch as have been connected with them. 
We are pleaſed to have been, in any mea- 
ſure, united with the eminently. wiſe and 
WOO: We are glad that we were num- 
bered 


K 
bered among their acquaintance, and that 
ve enjoyed ſome of their regard and eſteem. 
Nay, have not perſons of conſpicuous and 
extraordinary merit, at times, caſt no ſmall 
luſtre on the profeſſions, the towns; the ® 
provinces, the countries by which they have 1 
been produced? This hath been manifeſted 4 
both with reſpect to intellectual and moral 3 
attainments. Does not the hiſtory of every 
nation take a peculiar delight in holding 
out to view its famous warriors, - patriots, MW 
and benefactors? Is Britain a little proud 3 
that ſhe yields to no country under heaven 9 
for the mighty names ſhe hath raiſed in arts 
and arms; for the bright luminaries ſhe =® 
hath given birth to in church and ſtate; 3 
1 for the noble characters, both of: a civil 1 
„ and religious kind, which have adorned her 
Fit annals? We cannot, therefore, doubt but 
0 that the memory of the juſt is bleſſed, 
0 upon account of the honour and pleaſure 
10 it will reflect on thoſe who have been re- 
| lated to them, or cloſely connected with 
Wil them. 
= i | Thirdly, The memory of 1 3 is 1 
Wil ſed, in conſequence. of the happy effects 
Wl Which it is calculated to produce in the 
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world. It is not only a valuable thing in 
itſelf, that the reputation of the righteous 
ſhould flouriſh ; | it is not only delightful 
and cr2ditable to their kindred, their friends, 


and their poſterity ; but the remembrance 


of their virtues and graces will be uſeful 
in the higheſt degree. Yes, the remem— 
brance of their virtues and graces will be 


followed by the moſt important and bene- 


ficial conſequences. As they exhibited; a 


laudable pattern of devotion, integrity, and 


benevolence during their lives; ſo they leave 
behind them, at death, an example which 


will tend to excite a noble emulation. 


Have not great attainments been carried to 
perfection, and great actions been perform- 
ed, by the divine ambition of imitating, 
equalling, and ſurpaſſing ſuch as have gone 
before us in the path of excellence? Hath 
not this divine ambition produced heroes, 
law givers, and patriots? Hath it not pro- 
duced the diſtinguiſhed lights of ſcience: 
and learning? And are not we to expect 
from it the future ornaments and bene; 
tors of the human race? ' 

Nor hath the ſame principle ral 1050 


ſerviceable in the grand intereſts and con- 


cerns 


cerns of our immortal fouls; The power 


of example i in religion is ſtronger and more 
prevailing than can well be expreſſed, or, 


perhaps, is thoroughly underſtood; though 


its influence, in this reſpect, 18 univerſally 


acknowledged. What charming, what ad- 


mirable, what Godlike effects 755 pro- 


ceeded from the example of Chriſt in par- 


ticular! Hath not the beautiful, the affect- 
ing, the compleat model, which He hath 


ſet before us, animated thouſands and thou- 


ſands of his followers to tread in the ſteps 
of his piety, purity, meekneſs, humility, 
charity, and beneficence? Hath it not in- 
ſpired them with the glorious ardor of re- 


ſembling their Saviour? It hath done ſo; 


and the ſame ardor will it continue to in- 
ſpire to the lateſt ages. The contemplation 
of it will ever be a ſource of the beſt improve- 
ments, and the ſuhlimeſt felicity, among 
the diſciples of Jeſus. In a ſimilar, though 


infinitely inferior, degree, will the patterns 
of good men in general be uſeful to the 
world. The recollection of their ſpiritual 
progreſs will warm us with a defire to walk 


as they walked; will ſtrongly excite us to 


run their race, that we may finiſh our 


courſe 


© 


$87 of 

courſe with equal . and be rendered 
partakers of a like ſalvation. Well, then, 
may the memory of the juſt be looked up- 
on as bleſſed, when it hath ſo engaging a 
tendency to make the virtues and graces 
of the-religious life be more widely diffuſed 
in the earth, and handed down; in a beau- 
tiful ſucceſſion, to future generations! The 
righteous may be compared to trees, which 
do not only themſelves flouriſh in their ſea⸗ 
ſon, and bear noble fruit; but from this 
fruit ariſe other trees, that, growing up in 
their turn to maturity and perfection, be- 
come the parents of a new and increaſing 
ſet; by which means verdure and plenty 
will be propagated to the end of time. 

Indeed, the happy effects proceeding from 
the conduct of good men, when they are 
departed out of the preſent ſtate, indepen- 
dent of the influence of their example; 
are frequently very great. Their wife and 
pious inſtructions, their works of faith and 
labours of love, are not always confined to 
the narrow limits of their continuance be- 
low. Do they not often deliver truths, 
inculcate leſſons, perform actions, and con- 


fer benefits, the confequenees of Which are 


r 
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is 381 it 


delightfully felt in the echöten periods: ? 
Are not the advantages, both of a tempo- 
ral and a ſpiritual nature, which the upright 


are the means of conveying down to ſuc- 
ceeding ages, ſometimes important and valu- 


able in the higheſt degree? and, when this 
is the caſe, is not their memory peculiarly 
bleſſed? Will it not be cheriſhed with 
reverence, and mentioned with honour, by 
an admiring and grateful poſterity? 


Leet us here add, what ſeems plainly to 


be declared in ſeveral paſſages of ſcripture, 
and what might require a copious enlarge- 
ment, would our time permit, that God is 
pleaſed to beſtow, as a reward of the inte- 


grity and improvements of his faithful ſer- 


vants, extraordinary privileges and benefits 


on the perſons who ſpring from them, or 


ſtand in ſome peculiar relation to them. 
Were not, for inſtance, the faith, the piety, 
and the righteouſneſs of Abraham, the in- 
ſtruments of tranſmitting many favours! and 
advantages to his deſcendants; and was not 
his name, on this account, e f ny 
in everlaſting remembrance? 0 | 


Thus there are various reſpects in which 


the memory of the 7 is bleſſed: but the 


memory 


Fe 
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: memory of all the juſt; will not be bleſſed. 


in an equal degree. A conſiderable diver- 

ſity. will take lope in this point, 7e ren 

in haling Gun zoodneks.,. The more em 
nent any men have been ſor thein chriſtian 

and ſpiritual attainments, t their characters 

will be recorded with the higher hon: 
and their names be recollected with 11 
greater affection and applauſe. Wall, not 
has ſervices, in particular, which Ne 
done to their fellow-creatures, contribute, in 
aan eſpecial manner, to heighten their reputa- 
tion, and to give weight and force, to their 
example? There is a charmin actions of a 
1 beneficent nature and tendency, which, can- 
not fail peculiarly to endear the remem- 
brance of the perſons, by whom, they. haye 
bdeen performed, even though we gurſelyes 
derive no advantage from them. We ho- 
hold with eſteem and love every; one, how 
ever confined his ſphere of jelreresnn e 
burns with the divine zeal, of ſpreading 
happineſs around him: What, then, are | 
the ſentiments: We mult, entertain towards 
ſuch as have not only been private, but 
public, benefactors to the world; towards 
1F2 e ſuch 
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ſuch as have communicated felicity not 
merely to the little cirele of their immediate 


relatives, acquaintance, | and connections, 
but to large ſocieties, te whole nations, and 


to diſtant ages? Muſt not the memory of the 
men who ſtand thus high in the rank of glory, 
virtue, and uſefulneſs, be ſingularly bleſſed; 


and, above all, the memory of the men 
who have had the diſtinguiſhed honour of 


being the chief promoters and propagators 


of religion and liberty, the two beſt gifts 


which God hath conferred, or can confer, 
upon the children of Adam? 


Here we might preſent to you a cata- | 
logue of names that will for ever be re- 


flected on with the utmoſt pleaſure, that 
will for ever ſhine in the annals of fame; 


though it were to be wiſhed tha the cata- 


logue had been ſtill more illuſtrious and 
more numerous. When we collect toge- 
ther the noble and generous benefactors to 


the human race, the firſt place is undoubt- 


edly due to our divine Redeemer, who is 
infinitely ſuperior to the brighteſt characters 


that have adorned this terreſtrial ſcene; 


who: has reſcued us from a tyranny of the 
worſt kind, the ſlavery of ſin and ſatan; 
N 4 : and 
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and hath beſtowed upon us the freedom of 
the ſoul, the freedom that ſecures our eter- 
nal peace, perfection, and happineſs. The 
next place belongs to the apoſtles of our 
Lord, who by their inſtructions, labours, 
and ſufferings, were unſpeakably inſtru- 
mental in carrying on the ſame invaluable 
concerns of knowledge, piety, and im- 
mortal ſalvation, in which their great Maſ- 
ter was engaged. Then come the evange- 
liſts, the prophets, the patriarchs, and all 
the holy men who have been, in an extra- 
ordinary manner, inſpired and commiſſion- 
ed by God to promote the intereſts of truth 
and righteouſneſs. Laſtly, the perſons of 
every age, and rank, and character, ſuc- 
ceed, who have been raiſed up, in the or- 
dinary courſe of Providence, for the pur. 
poſes of advancing the welfare of their 
NaN ee — 
ritual}; 5699 2115729 Das Sidon 507 wn 

The time ed fait me to tell oe: con 
feſſors and martyrs, ho have ſubmitted to 
the deepeſt calamities, ho have even em- 
braced death in its moſt hideous forms, for 
the ſake of a good conſcience, and for the 
2 A of Jeſus. The time would fail 
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me to tell of the zealous. aduatates for, and 
the faithful, the eminent, preachers of, re- 
higion, who have ſpent their lives in ſpread- 
ing the genuine doctrines of Chriſt, and in 
training | up never- dying ſouls to endleſs 
glory and bleſſedneſs. The time would fail 
me to tell of illuſtrious reformers, who have 
have been produced, from age to age, to 
oppoſe the monſtrous corruptions and daring 
pretenſions of cccleſiaſtical tyranny, and to 
bring men back to their chriſtian liberty, 
and the real purity and ſimplicity of the 
goſpel worſhip. The time would fail me 
to tell of the patriots who have ſtruggled, 
and the heroes who have fought, in the 


cauſe of liberty and of mankind. The time 


would fail me to tell the names of pagan 
and chriſtian, of ancient and modern, ages, 
that ſtand recorded in the hiſtory. of the 
world for promoting the civil and religious 
intereſts of their fellow- creatures. All of 


Jou, ye iMuſtrious ſpirits, have been re- 
membered and ſpoken of with veneration 
and applauſe down to the preſent day; and 


ve ſhall. be remembered and ſpoken of with 
equal, with increaſing, veneration and ap- 


plauſe, ſo long as this globe continues to 


exiſt. It 


oo hes 
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It is not, however, the lot of the right- 
eous in general to be held in ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed renown. The righteous in gene- 
ral can only extend their reputation and 


their uſefulneſs to a ſmall circle; ſolthat, 
in the courſe of a few years, the particular 
memory of them is entirely loſt in the earth. 
Shall they, then, ſink into endleſs oblivion? 
Shall the fair fruits of their piety eter- 
nally periſh, and never ſpring up again to 
new life and verdure? God forbids that 
this ſhould be the caſe with any of the 
faithful votaries of truth and goodneſs! 
Bleſſed be the name of our heavenly Father 
that, by the grace and promiſes of the 
goſpel, He hath exalted us to nobler hopes 
and brighter expectations. Bleſſed be his 
merciful name, that there is a period in 
reſerve, in which all the juſt, without 
exception, ſnall be crowned with unfading 
honour and immortal glory. This globe 
we tread upon is too contemptible a thea- 
tre, and the human beings by Wwhem we 
are ſurrounded are too ſeanty à number of 
ſpectators, to exhibit the attainments, and 
to confer the applauſe, which belong to 
the genuine children of holineſs, tothe 
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real diſciples of Jeſus. Their integrity ſhall 
be acknowledged and teftified in the face 


of that auguſt aſſembly which ſhall be col- 


lected together at the day of judgment. Tt 
ſhall be teſtified not only before all the in- 
habitants who have peopled the earth from 


its formation to its diſſolution, but before 


the myriads of angels that ſurround the 
throne of God. It ſhall be teſtified by the 
Redeemer himſelf, when ſeated on his 
grand tribunal; and the eternal Father ſhall 
approve the humble endeavours which his 


faithful ſervants have exerted to pleaſe Him; 


ſhall graciouſly accept, through the media- 
tion of his dear Son, of their ſincere though 
imperfe&t obedience; and ſhall feat them 
in thoſe celeſtial manſions where they ſhall 
be had in everlaſting remembrance and 
honour. What words can expreſs, what 
colours can paint, what ideas conceive, the 
happineſs and glory which the truly righte- 
ous ſhall enjoy in the heavenly regions ! 
They ſhall enjoy a happineſs and glory that 
will be infinitely ſuperior to any ſatisfaction 


or credit they might meet with in the preſent 
ſtate, from the applauſe of their fellow- 


creatures. They ſhall acquire a renown 
that 


. 25 } 
that: died from the feeble and er- 
ring voice of men, but from the declara- 
tion of the mighty Saviour, and the ſanction 
of the benevolent parent of the world. Ben 
And ee what has been ſaid, we 
may ohſerve, holnogy agg a Hitt real 


4 


Fin, that if ay emory, of the;Juſt be 
ſo bleſſed, the memory of the Unjuſt: muſt 
be directly the reverſe. This will followy 
by a neceſſary conſequence, from the dew 
ſcription which has been given of the cha- 
racter and ſtate of good perſons; for the 
virtues they are poſſeſſed of have à ten- 
deney to promote their reputation, and to 
cauſe their being mentioned with pleaſure 
and eſteem When they die, muſt not the 
vices of the wicked have an entirely oppo- 
ſite tendeney? Accordingly, Solamon hath! 
informed us, in the werds ſucceeding the 
text, that “the name of the wicked ſhall 
* rot.” The attainments and graces of the 
uptigüg diffuſe a ſweet odour around them 
and delightfully-embalm their remetubrunee „ 
but we cannot reflect on the proſligate and 
the abandoned, without having ſenſutions 
of mind corre ſpondent to the ſenſatibns of 
wan When we niet-with'bbjeRe:that 7 
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are loathſome to the eye, and offenſive to 
the ſmell. It would be eaſy to prove, by 
a chain of obſervations ſimilar to thoſe we 
have purſued with regard to the righteous, 
that the memory of evil men is curſed, 


from the infamy which they bring upon 


their characters, from the ſhame and pain 
which they inſpire into the breaſts of ſuch 
as have been cloſely connected with them, 
and from the pernicious effects which have 
proceeded from their corrupt examples and 


their bad actions; but let us, at preſent, 


only appeal to the voice of univerſal expe- 


rience. Hath it ever been in the power of 


the impious and the unjuſt, when known 
and acknowledged to be ſuch, to obtain the 


genuine approbation and eſteem of their 


fellow- creatures? This is a tribute which 
cannot be procured by them even while 
they are living, and much leſs after their 


diſſolution. Indeed, during their continu- 


ance in the preſent ſtate, they may, if they 
be wealthy and potent, purchaſe the adula- 


tion of their dependents, and the external 


ſigns of homage and reſpect; but the real, 


the inward, applauſe even of their eee 
cannot poſſibly be bought; and then, with 


what freedom of cenfure and reproach are 


4 " 


t & 1] 


they treated after their deceaſe ! It is the 
unalterable appointment of God that the 
wicked, beſides the dreadful doom which 
awaits them beyond the grave, ſhall in this 
world be, more or leſs, conſigned over to 
diſgrace and infamy; and with regard to 
ſuch as have been diſtinguiſhingly villainous 
and profligate, the faithful. pen of hiſtory 
will record their names in characters of in- 
delible indignation and abhorrence. The 
whole train of oppreſſors and traitors, of ty- 
rants and perſecutors who have haraſſed 
and deformed this earthly globe, will be 
offenſive to the noſtrils of mankind, and be 
held in the deepeſt deteſtation, as long as 
ſun and moon endure. 
Secondly, if the memory of the Juſt be ſo 
bleſſed, how ſolicitous ſhould each of us 
be to be numbered among the Juſt ! That 
we ſhould endeavour. to be numbered with 
the Juſt, is what we are called to by every 
poſſible argument. We are called to it by 
thoſe grand and ſtriking motives to religion 
which ſhould always be preſent to our 
minds, and influence our conduct. But 
though we ought to be chiefly animated in 
the purſuit 5 ſpiritual attainments by a 
E : Toe 
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view to the inward excellence of rectitude, 
by a regard to the approbation of our Maker 
and our Redeemer, and by the mighty, I 
had almoſt ſaid, the irreſiſtible incentives 
to holineſs which are contained in the 


Goſpel; yet it cannot be right to neglect 


any conſideration that has a tendency to 
quicken and invigorate us in the ways of 
piety and virtue. Among other things, may 
not the deſire of leaving a good name be- 
hind us be allowed to have ſome influence 
upon our behaviour, fo long as we wiſlt to 


acquire a good name by the cultivation of 


devout, pure, and benevolent diſpoſitions, 
and by the practice of actions which are 


ſubſtantially valuable and uſeful? The 


praiſe of men ought not, indeed, by any 
means to be the chief ſpring of our con- 
duct; but it ſhould ever be our ſolicitude 
to act in a manner deſerving of praiſe. For 


this purpoſe, we ſhould be zealous to imi- 


tate the examples of thoſe excellent perſons 
who have gone before us in the paths of 
honour and glory, and whoſe memory wilt 
be eternally bleſſed. They have marched 
on in the road to the heavenly Zion with 


unſbaken ſteadineſs, they have finiſhed their 


+ 1 race 
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race with joy, and their happineſs is fixed 
beyond the power of change. With one 
voice they call upon us to follow them in 
their illuſtrious career of devotion, integri- 
ty, and beneficence. They call upon us to 
mount, by the ſame ſteps which zhey have 
done, to the ſame heights of dignity and 
felicity. They animate, they urge, they 
beſeech us to join their auguſt aſſembly, 
and to become partakers of their ſalvation. 
Nor ſhall you, ye exalted ſaints, nor ſhalt 
you, ye bright patterns of renown, in vain 
animate, urge, and beſeech us, to copy af- 
ter you. We hear, with pleaſure, | with. 
emulation, your pathetic exhortations ; and, 
by the aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God on 
our humble and earneſt endeavours, we 
will attain your divine accompliſhments 
and virtues, that, at length; we may be 
raifed to your delightful ſociety, and our 
memories, like yours, be n for ever 
and ever. Once more, N 
Thirdly, let us retain a thankful RO” af. 
fectionate remembrance of the perſons who 
have done honour to religion, and been 
uſeful to the world. This is a natural and 
juſt tribute of reſpect to their excellent 
cha- 
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characters; and it is a tribute that we cans 


not withhold, if we have any ſenſe or feeling 


of what is truly laudable. If we forget, if 
we do not cheriſh the recollection of the 
men who have been the lights of piety, the 
ornaments of our nature, and the benefac- 
tors of the earth, we ſhall deſerve to be 
branded with the epithets of but 


we ſhall not, we cannot, forget them; we 


ſhall always cheriſh the recollection of them 
with the warmeſt ſentiments of gratitude, 
veneration, and eſteem. The matchleſs 
graces, the mighty tranſactions, and the 
unſpeakable love of our divine Saviour; the 


inſtructions, the labours; the zeal of his 


Apoſtles and Evangeliſts; and the efforts of 
all, in every age, who have bled, or ſuf- 


fered, or ſtruggled, or wrote, or pleaded in 


the grand cauſes of truth, righteouſneſs, 
liberty, and public happineſs, ſhall ever 
dwell in our hearts, and be the delightful 
themes of our applauding lips. Indeed, it 
would be ungrateful, it would be criminal, 
to neglect any, provided they come within 
the ſphere of our knowledge, who have 
reflocted credit on the Goſpel, or promoted 


the welfare of their fellow - oreatures; and, 
eſpe- 


= 
eſpecially, to negle&t ſuch as ane e 
e in theſe reſpects. Mr: 

In this view, I am led to —— e 
ly and affecting providence which has re- 
moved out of the preſent world my beloved 
friend, and your excellent paſtor, Mr. Timothy: 
Laugber. He was born in the city of Wor- 
egſter, on the azad of Dec. 1724, old ſtile, 
of creditable and eminently pious parents; 
whoſe judicious and affectionate inſtructions, 
in connection with the labours of the mi- 
niſters he attended upon, were happily ſuc- 
ceſsful in giving him very early impreſſions 
= of religion. After having, at his native 
XX place, gone through a courſe of grammati- 

X cal learning; under the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Stokes, aſſiſtant preacher to the Rev. 
Mr. Spigſbury, he went, in 1741, to North-. 
= ampton; where he proſecuted his ſtudies, 
| for five years, under the direction of the 
f 1 great, valuable, and -amiable Dr. Philip 
Doddridge, whoſe name and paternal kind- 
= neſs will ever be held in the moſt honour- 
able and thankful remembrance | "he his 
pupils. 40 . ö 
= Such were 0 Aae ts which 
Mr. Laugher had made, during the term 
| 7 4 2: | | Os of 
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of his education, and ſuch the ſerious and 
devotional turn of his ſpirit; that he ap- 
peared to no little advantage at his entrance 
upon the work of the miniſtry, and met 


1 

0 with an uncommon degree of * 
in 

1 0 and approbation. r 

5 : His firſt ſettlement was with” a ſmall, but 


all axtifable and friendly ſociety. at Stamford 
0 in Lincolnſhire, where he continued from 
| j i | 1746, to 1750, and then removed to Nail/- 
' —  wvorth in Gloceſterſhire. From Nailfworth he 
was called up to Enfield, in 1752, to aſſiſt 
the Rev. Mr. Buſh. In 1756, he was choſen 3 
to ſucceed the Rev. Mr. Prior, in the paſto- 3 
ral charge of the congregation at Ratchffe © 
Crofs ; and in 1759, he fixed in this place, 
where, if God had ſeen fit to ſpare his'uſe- 
ful and deſirable life, he would probably 
have remained, without any deſigns or 
wiſhes for a farther. removal. 

Wherever he reſided, his engaging man- 
ners and behaviour procured him a general 
citcem and regard. 

As to his abilities, I ſpeak the language 

of the ſtricteſt modeſty, when I ſay, that 
they were very conſiderable and extenſive. 


He had good natural talents, improved by 
diligent 


— 
— 2 — woos 


18 

diligent application, and hence his know- 
ledge of things was great and various. He 
was well read in the beſt writers of claſſic 
antiquity, and well {killed in the different 
branches of modern literature. But what 
chiefly engaged his attention, were the ſub- 
jects more immediately connected with his 
profeſſion. He principally applied himſelf to 
the ſtudy of divinity, and of the holy ſcrip- 
tures in their original tongues; and his 
proficiency in theſe reſpects was apparent 
in his ſermons, which were ſolid, judicious, 
methodical, and pathetic; ; written, in an 
eaſy, natural, unaffected ſtile, that was ad- 
mirably ſuited to his eaſy, natural, unaf⸗ 
fected delivery. As his diſcourſes were ani- 
mated with a fine ſpirit: of ſeriouſneſs, ſa 
this ſpirit ſhone particularly in his prayers; 
which were uncommonly earneſt and fer- 
vent, and breathed a glowing flame of ge- 
nuine devotion. 5 

It was the honour and bagopltibt of out 
departed friend, that the improvements of 
his underſtanding were ſanctified By the 
graces of his heart. Were I to enlarge on 
the ſeveral virtues he was poſſeſſed of, I 


might run to a great length. 1 could, in- 
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deed, dwell upon them with a melancho- 
ly pleaſure; but I ſhall endeavour to re- 
ſtrain the overflowings of my ſoul, which 
hangs on the memory and excellencies of 


the dear deceaſed, and give you only the 


outlines of his character. Vourſelves will 
ealily fill up and compleat the delightful 


picture. 


He was endued with a ſteady principle 


of piety, which diſplayed itſelf in a regular 
courſe of communion and converſation with 
his Maker. 
grity, that no worldly, conſiderations, no 
fear or favour of man, could biaſs him to 


diſguiſe the truth, or to recede from what 


his own conſcience told him to be his duty. 


Add to this, that he had a noble diſinte- 


reſtedneſs of mind, which entirely raiſed 


him above the little and paltry views that 
avarice propoſes; and accordingly, the be- 


nevolence and generoſity of his temper were 


ſeen in a number of beautiful inſtances and 
effects. It is needleſs to ſay what he was 
as a huſband, a ſon, a maſter, a friend, and 
an acquaintance. What he was in theſe 

reſpects, will long be remembered with the 
tendereſt affection and concern. In youth 


5 | he 


So uncorrupted was his inte- 
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he had a vivacity which broke out in many 
pleaſing ſallies of wit and humour, that 
had no mixture in them of fatire or ſeveri- 
ty; and he always retained a chearfulneſs 
and eaſineſs of manners, which united the 
gentleman with the Chriſtian. The frank- 
neſs of his behaviour and the candor of his 
ſentiments did, wherever he was fituated, 
not only gain him much regard from his 
own people, but from the members of the 
eſtabliſhed church. At Stamford, by ſetting 
up a Lord's day evening lecture, and by his 
liberal deportment, he greatly contributed 
to drive away a ſpirit of bigotry againſt the 
diſſenters, which had long haunted that 
town; and how univerſally he was reſpected 
in this place is too well known to be in- 
ſiſted upon. Neither is it neceſſary for me 
to mention the honourable and affectionate 
teſtimonies which his hearers, in particular, 
have exhibited of their high eſteem and 
regard. 

"Thovph his abilities and virtues were ſo 
conſiderable, they were accompanied with 
ſuch humility, modeſty, and diffidence, that 
he could never be perſuaded even to the 
cuſtomary publications which are required 
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on account of charitable inſtitutions; and 
nothing of his hath made its way to 
the preſs, except a ſhort piece of the de- 
votional kind, privately diſtributed, and of 
which very few perſons are ſenſible that he 
was the author. He hath left behind him 


ſome compoſitions of the ſame nature, 


which will probably be judged worthy of 
being communicated to the world. 

I ſhall only add, with reſpect to his cha- 
racter, that I have been connected with him 
in a cloſe and endearing friendſhip between 
twenty and thirty years ; that I have ſhared 


every ſecret of his heart, and been ac- 


quainted with almoſt every tranſaction of 
his life; that I have ſeen him in the un- 
guarded moments of youth, and in the va- 
rious ſituations of riper age; and, with this 
knowledge of him, I can aſſert that he 
hath always appeared to me to be animated 
by a genuine, fervent, and uncorrupted 
principle of piety, integrity, honour, and 
beneyolence. God is my witneſs that, in 
ſaying thus much concerning him, I ſpeak 
not the language of adulation or partiality, 
but the language of conviction, arifing from 
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the long experience I have had of ** real 


worth and goodneſs. 14 


As our deceaſed friend had imbibed the 
temper of the Goſpel, he had the happi- 
neſs, likewiſe, of enjoying its divine conſo- 


lations and ſupports. This he exhibited in 
an eminent manner, a few weeks before his 
death, when, in a peculiarly painful and 
ſudden attack, he expected immediate diſ- 


ſolution; and this he diſplayed in the courſe 
of his laſt illneſs. He was deeply ſenſible 
of his errours and miſcarriages, but he looked 
up, with a ſteady faith and humble truſt, 


to the promiſe of eternal life which, in 


Chriſi Feſus, is made to all the truly peni- 
tent and obedient; and on the grace of 
God, communicated through the Redeemer, 


did he rely, for the pardon of his ſins, and 


the hopes of final acceptance and ſal vation. 
The loſs of this excellent man is ſorrowy- 
ful and affecting in many different views; 
and the more ſo when we conſider that 
his age was ſuch as might have promiſed 
a much longer enjoyment of him to the 
church and the world. How heavy a ſtroke 
the being deprived of him muſt be to that 


neareſt and deareſt relative with whom he 
1 = had 
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had been happily united, in the bonds of 
the tendereſt love, friendſhip, and eſteem, 
during fifteen years, and from whom he 

was torn on their wedding day, I ſhall not 
The ſubject is too 
delicate and painful to. be enlarged upon in 
God grant that ſhe may ex pe- 
rience the compleat efficacy of the noble 
ſupports which are provided in the Goſpel; 
and with which it is her great felicity not 
in this hour of her 
Muſt we not, alſo, ſincerely 


attempt to deſcribe. 


this place. 


to be unacquainted, 


deep diſtreſs ! 


ſympathize with his venerable mother, who 
in her advanced years is bereft of a ſon that 
was ſo deſervedly her ornament and de- 


light? 


What can ſuſtain her but that ſpirit 


of piety and reſignation, and thoſe illuſtrious 


promiſes and proſpects of the New Teſta- 


ment, the power of which ſhe hath long 


felt in their whole force? 


I mention not 


his brother and his ſiſters —I mention not 
his other near relations —I mention not his 
intimates and acquaintance in general — I 


this chriſtian ſociety 


mention not myſelf, who have loſt the 
choſen friend of my youth — I mention not 
though I might 
juſtly expatiate on the ample cauſe which 


we 


L 39 J 

we all of us have to (ning Lo tears to- 

gether, - | 
We cannot but mourn, * * deeply mourn, 
for the removal of one who was endeared 
to us by the moſt tender and engaging ties. 
Never, never ſhall we forget ſo deſerved. an 
object of our warmeſt affection. To the 
lateſt hour of life, will we cheriſh a pleaſ- 
ing, though affecting, remembrance of his 
character and virtues, and of our Selightful 
connection with him. | 
Let us, however, with Basiert recol- 
lect, that it is our happineſs even at pre- 
ſent, while our grief is freſh, and pungent, 
not to be left deſtitute of conſolation. All 
the fountains of conſolation are open to 
us; all the fountains of conſolation ariſing 
from religion in general, and from the 
Goſpel in particular. To theſe we will 
have recourſe, for relief to our drooping 
and fainting ſpirits. Animated by theſe, 
we truſt that we ſhall be enabled not only 
to own but to feel that God is wiſe and 
kind in his ſevereſt trials. x 
As to our departed friend, knowing how 
much his change is for the better, we will 
not be ſo {elfiſh, as even to wiſh that, if it 
were 
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were poſſible, he might be reſtored to us 
again. No, thou dear object of our high 


regard, we dare not to entertain a defire 


that thou mighteſt return to theſe abodes 
of ſin, temptation, and ſorrow. We will, 
though with tears, rejoice at thy ſafe arrival 
in the harbour of eternal reſt and happineſs; 
and will cheer our hearts with the pleaſing 
hope of being. indiſſolubly united to thee, 
in the manſions of compleat and Tn 
178 perfection, and felicit ß. 
But how can we be entitled to 10 de- 
lightful a hope, unleſs we are careful to 


make a wiſe and religious application of 


the melancholy providence which hath 
called us together? We cannot, if We 


have any right ſenſe of things, permit 40 


ſtriking an inſtance of our frailty and mor- 
tality to paſs by us unnoticed and--unim- 
proved. It behoves every one of us to at- 
tend to the affecting leſſons whichſlit diſ- 


plays of piety, watchfulneſs, and a diligent 
preparation for our latter end; and it be- 


hoves the perſons, in particular, who were 
connected with the deceaſed, to attend to 
theſe leſſons. When we ſee the cloſeſt ties 
ſo ſpeedily broken, ſhould not our hearts 

1 


not wort eesti ho) Wiesmere — „ 
as creatures whoſe portion doth not lie n 
this ſide the grave? Surely, wben we 
are deprived of ſuch a relative and ſua 
a friend, it would be ſad, it would» be 
ſhameful, to the laſt degree, not to draw 
off our affections ſtill farther and farther 
from the vain and „ 8 of time 
and ſenſee -- 5 itz e 


T6 conclude, may the perſons who ITE | 
attended his excellent inſtructions and pa- 
thetic” exhortations, render his memory = 

bleſſed, by reducing them to practice May 
they ſo ſtudiouſy remember « * him who 
« hath had the rule over them, and ſpoken J 
« to them the word of God, and ſo care- 
« fully conſider the end of his converſa- 
« tion, as to be followers of him in his 
ec faith, ” deyotion, integrity, purity, meck— 
neſs, and charity. Then ſhall both he and 
they appear together in a divine lende 
Landl glory, at the day of final retribution; 


while, with a tranſport which no words 
G can 


* Heb. xiii. 7. 


1 42 } 

4" can expreſs, and no imagination conceive, 
* f \| he ſhall ſtand up before | the. throne of the 
Ri Hl exalted Redeemer, and ſay, * Lord, here 
Wh < am I and thoſe : whom: thou haſt given 
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of man as the flower of graſs. The 
e graſs, withereth, and the flower 

„ thexeof falleth away: but the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever . 
5 Blefſed are the dead, who die in the 
Lord yea, faith the Spirit, that they 
* may reſt from r and 
their works follow them 15 23 
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Lord, make me to know mine end, 

« and the meaſure of my days, wal 

« it 11. that I may know how frail I 
9 Behold, thou haſt made mA. 

_ Fi. as an hand- breadth, and mine 
age is as nothing before thee : veril 

every man at his beſt eſtate i is alto- 

1 gether vanity „ 7 : | 


HE ſcene bet us is too e 
1 and affecting, to admit the ſuppoſi- 

tion, that any one, who is a ſpectator of it, 

can view it with indifference or unconcern. 
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It is, I am ſure, deeply felt by many who 
are ſurrounding. this manſion of death; and 
the occafion of it by great numbers more, 
who knew the worth of that truly amiable 
and excellent man, whoſe remains we have 
now attended to their long home. Were 
it only a fellow- creature, whom the grave 
had received one, to whoſe character we 
were entire ſtrangers with whom we had 
no other connection but- the common tie 
of humanity—and whoſe funeral rites mere 
accident or curioſity had brought us to be- 
hold even then, the ſerious mind muſt 
be impreſſed by fo awful a change . paſſed 
on one of our own ſpecies ; and as this 
* js the end of all men, the living ought to 
lay it to his heart. 
But when the hand of death * cut 
mort a life, which had all the endearments 


IS, 


conſiderable uſefulneſs, and a ſoul glowing 
with the defire to improve them to the ut- 
moſt——when this king of terrors enters 
the habitation, where love in all its tender- 
neſs once dwelt; diſſolving the intimate 
union of conjugal relation, cemented by 

55 : r een ee £327 7 the 
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the delightful intercourſe of many years in 


happy enjoyment when it ſeizes, for its 
captive, the man, whoſe breaſt was warmed 
by the too rare, but noble, principle of a 
ſincere, ſteady, and generous friendſhip N 
and who ever gave the moſt engaging proofs 
of a diſpoſition to pleaſe and to do good 
When, moreover, the ſubject of its triumph, 
beſides poſſeſſing this excellence of cha- 
racter in a private capacity, at the ſame 
time filled an important publick ſtation, - 
the duties of which it was at once his en- 
n and delight faithfully to gs. 
heart, hint was Anita by a moſt af. 
fectionate concern for the ſalvation of im- 
mortal: ſouls; expreſſed by—a ſeriouſneſs 
and fervour in the ſervices of devotion, 
which fixed and elevated every pious heart 
a.{train of preaching happily adapted to pro- 
mote. both the knowledge of divine truth 
and the influence of ſubſtantial goodneſs— 
and, withal, by that living example of un- 
affected and genuine holineſs, which is its 
heſt recommendation and ſupport 
When, I ſay, the hand of death cuts ſhort 
a life which had 1 . conſidt:ra- 
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tions to enhance its value and importance 
in ſuch an inſtance, eſterm and love „friend 
mip and religion, unite all' their additional 
weiglit to tlie feelings of. humanity, and 
render the 5 peculiarly 15 grievous” and 
Uireſidags”: 619 Hom 2813 5 n $579 ory bor 
— Where theſe: reffections apply, moſt of 
| bl. need not be told. They, who beſt 
ene w ouf departed friend, feel the force 
. of the hints Which have been ſuggeſted; 
1 and Have a inuch deeper impreſſion of his 
8 modeſt worth than any deſcription-can make 
upon their minds. And I am well per- 
(04011 108 ſuaded, they, who were mote:diſtaiitly-ac- 
[1 I quainted with him; diſcerned/ſo/much of his 
character as will cauſe them e to re- 
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"4 | | uſeful: in the church of God, might have 
„ been ſpared to a fuller maturity. But the 
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hls providence of the Moſt High, in whoſe 
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Lord who has done it. And bleſſed be 
God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who has ſet before us thoſe animat- 
ing aſſurances in the goſpel of his grace, 
whence we may derive ſtrong confolation 
under the loſs we now deplore. There it 
is clearly aſcertained to us, and eſtabliſhed 

upon no leſs an authority than the word of 
the ever-living God, ſpoken unto men by 
his Son Jeſus, that death to his faithful 
ſervants is unſpeakable and everlaſting gain 
—that, though they are no more with us 
in this ſtate of care and ſorrow, they are 
not; however, loſt from the creation of 
God; but are only at reſt from every pain- 
ful labour, waiting the conſummation of 
their felicity at that grand and ſolemn pe- 
riod, © * when all that are in the graves 
* ſhall hear the voice of the Son of God 
*« and ſhall come forth, they that have done 
„ good to the reſurrection of life.” May 
the Father of mercies grant unto the wi- 
dowed heart an abundant experience of the' 
divine efficacy of theſe beſt of all ſupports, 
| to aſſuage the anguiſh of her ſoul, under 
the painful ſeparation which his hand has 

H made! 


* John v. 28, 29. 
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made! And to theſe **** wells of alva 
e tion” let the many ſotrowing friends of 
this much eſteemed man repair, to mode- 
rate their grief, and form them to that 
temper of reſignation, which is becoming 
dependent creatures, under the government 


of the wiſeſt and beſt of all beings. 


While we thus comfort ourſelves on the 


preſent mournful ' occafion; let us, at the 


ſame time, carefully attend to the inſtruc- 
tion which it furniſhes out: an inſtruction 


common to us all, and in which we are all 
alike and moſt nearly intereſted: =** + That 


„ which hath befallen our beloved friend 
and brother muſt ere long befall every 
* one of us“ It is appointed unto man 
«© Once to die” — This is the appointment 
of the Great Father of the univerſe to the 


whole human race; but at what time, and 


in what manner, it ſhall come upon us, he 
only knows. — The inſtance before us is one 


amongſt the vaſt numbers, which are daily 
teaching us that no age is an indemnity. 


againſt the impending ſtroxe. What man- 
ner of perſons then ought we to be, all 
whoſe intereſts and enjoyments in this 

world 


* Ifalah xii. 3. + Eccleſ, iii, t Heb. ix. 27. 


— 

world are held by to: uncertain , ande preca- 
rious a tenure ! And, eſpecially, with what 
energy ſhould this reflection enter our 
hearts, when we conſider that on the right 
improvement of this indeterminate, but, 
at moſt, ſhort, ſpan of life, which is al- 
lotted us here, nothing leſs is depending 
than our everlaſting well being.— — As it is 
appointed unto man once to die, ſo after 
« this the judgment... And, while they 
that have done good ſhall awake to the 
« reſurrection of life; they that have done 
c evil ſhall wa to the reſurrection of 

* « condemnation.” 5491 
Seeing then ſuch is the 4 of 
our Creator concerning us here, and ſo in- 
finitely momentous the deciſions that await 
us hereafter, what earneſt heed does it be- 
come us to give to the admonition of Pro- 
vidence, in the afflictive diſpenſation which 
has now brought us together. The ad- 
dreſs, though filent, is pathetic and per- 
ſuaſive beyond all the powers of human 
eloquence ; exhorting, — The miniſters of 
religion, to redouble their diligence in 
«© * watching over the fouls of men, as thoſe, 
2 « who 


* Heb. xiii. 17. 
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them, and * to follow him even as he fol- 
. « Jowed Chriſt, confidering the end of his 
« converſation” — And every one of this 


condition of creatures, who cannot look 


the heavenly Jerufalem | ! 


[ 52 J 
et who muſt give an account — Them who 
enjoyed the benefit of hir labours, who has 
now finiſhed his courſe of ſervice, to re- 
member the word which was ſpoken unto 


aſſembly, ſo to behave, as is ſuitable to the 
with certainty beyond the preſent moment, 
and yet have an eternity to provide for. 
God grant that the event may have its 
proper effect upon us all! And whatever 
ſtations his infinite wiſdom may have aſ- 
ſigned us here, or amongſt whichever of 
the various denominations of Chriſtians, we 
may rank ourſelves, that we may each one 
of us be at laſt nnited to the glorious ſociety 
of * + juſt men made perfect,“ in the new, 


e 
* x Cor. xi. 1, Heb. xiii. 7. M * Heb. xii. 23. 
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